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Cross Currents

●Significant historical phenomena which has a bearing  

on literature

1. Revolution (French Revolution and Romanticism)

2. Liberation (Feminism and Dalit Movements)

3. Third world Issues

4. Renaissance (Latin America, Kerala)



Literature and the Third World

THE PROBLEM OF NOMENCLATURE

●Vast and diverse body of literature produced in English in the countries which once formed  
the part of the British Empire

●Heterogenous but share a common terrain of experience of resistance against dominant  
colonial discourses

□Third World Literature

✔coined in France , 1950s-1980s

✔significant to both nationalist and anti-colonial expressions of the immediate post  

independent period

✔reflected in the works of Mulk Raj Anand



Literature and the Third World

□Third World Literature

● socio-political changes in the 1980s called for a reconsideration of the terminology

● First world losing its significance

●changing relations b/w dominant and subaltern groups, settler and Indigenous populations,  
large scale migrations to first world and third world prosperous countries

□Postcolonial Literature

✔scrutinises and contests colonial discourses and perspectives

✔nationalist writings

✔ condition in which colonized people seek to take their place, forcibly or otherwise, as  

historical subjects



Literature and the Third World

□Migrant Literature

✔1980s, influence of post-modernism

✔Polyglot, multivocal, cosmopolitan nature

✔writers like Salman Rushdie

✔weaving together of national myths and legends

✔ projection of a fluid, fragmented subjectivity- different from literature of resistance  

prevalent in the third world

□Commonwealth Literature/New Literatures



Complexity of theIssue

These countries are still positioned

within the global system of hegemonic 

economic power

Continued subservience

Subject to other forms of

imperialism

Tendency to homogenize

the literatures of these 

nascent states



“the literature of U.S.A should also be placed  

under the category of Post-colonial literature”



Characteristics  
of Postcolonial  

Writings



• French, 1961- Frantz Fanon

• voiced cultural resistance to

France’s empire inAfrica

• Colonial discourses

• silenced natives-deprived of history

and language

• deep sense of alienation

•systematic destruction of the familiar  

symbolic order

• long process of negation

• colonial project to devalue the

valuable legacy of the natives

• pre-colonial era as ‘pre-civilized

limbo’ or ‘historical void’

The Wretched ofThe Earth Orientalism

• 1978, Edward W Said

• expose of Eurocentric universalism

with its biased perception of the Orient

• Orient as ‘other’

Seminal Works



The Use of English Language

Peter Barry, brief introduction to Beginning Theory, quotes Yeat’s advice to  

younger poets:

● Learn your craft well- have a good apprenticeship

To Bring an alien language to the task of communicating the experiences of a  

people rooted in a unique cultural tradition- Raja Rao

Problematic nature ofIdentity

● W B Yeats

● Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children



● Movement towards cross cultural interaction

1. ADOPTION

2. ADAPTATION

3. ADEPT

Line ofDevelopment



● the unification of different Indian castes under a Gandhian system of social  

justice during the fight against British rule of India.

● Kanthapura, a rural Indian village, is divided by caste.

● The village lives in its traditional way until Moorthy, a member of the Brahmin  

caste, goes to the city and returns with the ideas of Gandhi.

● Miserable condition of the workers in Skeffington Coffee Estate

● Story is narrated by an old woman, Achakka, through her memory- oral  

narrative

● Hymn addressed to goddess Kenchamma-centrality of Goddess

● Consecration of Siva linga- communal rejoicing

● Language- ‘corner-house Murthy’

● Critiques certain obsolete features of the country’s culture- Ratna, Murthy’s  

attitude towards pariah’s

Kanthapura (RajaRao)



Derek Walcott - 1930-2017

A wind is ruffling the tawny pelt

Of Africa. Kikuyu, quick as flies,

Batten upon the bloodstreams of the veldt.

Corpses are scattered through a paradise.

Only the worm, colonel of carrion, cries:

"Waste no compassion on these separate dead!"

Statistics justify and scholars seize

The salients of colonial policy.

Far Cry From Africa (1 of 3)

https://poets.org/poet/derek-walcott


What is that to the white child hacked in bed?  

To savages, expendable as Jews?

Threshed out by beaters, the long rushes break  

In a white dust of ibises whose cries

Have wheeled since civilization's dawn

From the parched river or beast-teeming plain.  

The violence of beast on beast is read

As natural law, but upright man  

Seeks his divinity by inflicting pain.

Delirious as these worried beasts, his wars  

Dance to the tightened carcass of a drum,  

While he calls courage still that native dread  

Of the white peace contracted by the dead.

Far Cry From Africa (2 of 3)



Again brutish necessity wipes its hands  

Upon the napkin of a dirty cause, again

A waste of our compassion, as with Spain,  

The gorilla wrestles with the superman.

I who am poisoned with the blood of both,  

Where shall I turn, divided to the vein?

I who have cursed

The drunken officer of British rule, how choose  

Between this Africa and the English tongue I love?  

Betray them both, or give back what they give?

How can I face such slaughter and be cool?  

How can I turn from Africa and live?

Far Cry From Africa (3 of 3)



● Massive demographic shift to Western metropolitan cities- former centers of  

empire transformed into a meeting ground of various classes and races of  

people

● Hybridisation of Identity and cross-cultural fertilization

● Writings necessitated by cultural expatriation

● Derek Walcott, Rushdie, Caryl Phillip, Lauretta Ngcobo, Vikram Seth, Ben  

Okri, Amitav Ghosh- expatriate writers

1. Hybridization (Homi Bhabha)

2. Magic Realism (Latin America)

3. Polyphonic plurality (Mikhail Bakhtin)

4. Transnational aesthetics (aesthetics of commingling cultures)

MIGRANT WRITING



Question ofAuthenticity!



Salman Rushdie(1947-)

● Indian born British-American novelist and essayist

● Combines Magical realism with historical fiction



Midnight’s Children (1 of 2)

Summary

● events in India both before and, primarily, after the independence and partition

● Saleem Sinai, born at the exact moment when India became an independent country- telepathy, extreme  
sensitivity to smell

● assembles a Midnight Children's Conference, reflective of the issues India faced in its early statehood

● Adam Aziz (Saleem’s grandfather) and Nasim

● Ahmed Sinai (Saleem’s father) and Mumtaz/Amina

● Mary Pereira

● Shiva

● Wee Willie Winkie and Vanita

● William Methwold

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saleem_Sinai


Midnight’s Children (2 of 2)

Analysis

● Diversity and hybridity of postcolonial state

● Thin borderline b/w reality and fantasy (Magic realism)

● Comparison with Arabian Nights

● Mixing of different modes of narration

● Intertextual



Journey to the Interior (1 of 4)



Journey to the Interior (2 of 4)



Journey to the Interior (3of 4)



Journey to the Interior (4of 4)



Indigenous Writing (1 of 3)

1. Oodgeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker)

We Are Going (1964, poem)

• First aborginal Australian to publish a book of verse

• From Koori tradition,Australia

• Establishment of an alien tradition with consequent marginalisation, denigration and  

desecration of their way of life

• No hope for expulsion of whites but a reconciliation with the occupants and  

establishment of a bicultural society



Indigenous Writing (2 of 3)

2. Mudrooroo (Colin Thomas Johnson)

Dr. Wooreddy’s Prescription for Enduring the Ending of the World (1983,  

Historical novel)

• Novelist, poet, essayist and playwright

• Reversal of roles; outsiders reduced to the ‘other’

• Undoing the colonial stereotypes of the original natives by ascribing subjectivity to  

them in the discourse of history

• Redeeming essential dignity of the native community and deriding the boasted  

greatness of European civilization



Indigenous Writing (3 of 3)

3. Beatrice Culleton

In Search of April Raintree (story)



Postcolonial Criticism

1. The Tempest

2. Robinson Crusoe



THANK YOU


